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One of the crudest superstitions known is that
of the scientific men—that man can exist without
faith.

_If we lack the power to burn and to diffuse the
light, then, at least, let us not stand in its way.

Christianity is so simple, that children under-
stand it in its direct meaning. Only men who
pretend to be and to call themselves Christians,
will misinterpret it.

Leo ToLstor.

Not every one, that said unto Me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the Kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of my Father.

MaTTHEW, Vii, 21.







THE WHY AND WHEREFORE OF
THIS BOOK

BY A. M. EVALENKO

present sitting at Nelson, British Columbia, in-

vestigating the causes and chief factors of the

trouble which has been fuming threateningly
for some time past between the local government
authorities on one side and the Russian Doukhobor set-
tlements on the other.

Q ROYAL DOUKHOBOR COMMISSION is at

Recently, with the officials resorting to drastic
measures in their wrathful eagerness to compel the
submission to if not recognition of their authority by
the Doukhobors and the latters’ quiet but adamant re-
sistance, the trouble assumed such ominous proportions
that the central authorities could no longer leave the
situation entirely in the hands of the narrow-minded
and over-zealous local minions of the law, whose only
arguments in bringing the obdurate Doukhobors to
reason consisted in handcuffs and the lockup. So far as
that goes, the Doukhobors have already tested and tem-
pered the steel of their convictions in the fires of Gov-
ernment persecution in Russia.

Before the fierce intensity of those inquisition fires
the reprisals of local Canadian authorities dwindled to

)
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the mild impressiveness of Fourth of July firecrackers.
It was ridiculous to imagine, of course, that by such
petty means of coercion could the indomitable spirit of
the Doukhobors (“Spirit-Wrestlers™) be broken.

Nevertheless I was set aghast at the lengths of sav-
age repression that can be reached by infuriated offi-
cials, even in our enlightened times, and right in our
midst, under the humane and noble regime of the Cana-
dian Commonwealth. The Russian Cossacks are cruel,
no doubt, brutally and blindly ; but somehow their atro-
cities, in all their hair-raising horror, inspired less sick-
ening disgust and mortification in me than the devilish
ingenuity of “humanitarian” torture practiced in some
up-to-date prisons and insane asylums of Canada over
meek, defenceless and absolutely non-resisting follow-
ers of Christ.

But is such a thing possible? Is this not in reality
a distorted upshoot of aroused passions? Flights of
wrath-inflamed imagination? No, the facts related by
the Doukhobors in their simple and artless narrative
have been proven to be just plain and unvarnished
truth. Then how could all this happen, and nobody
seemed to have heard or read anything about it? In
these days of glaring publicity penetrating every nook
and cranny of public life?

The explanation is simple. I could not have couched
it in terms more admirably and forcibly chosen than the
words of Mr. John C. Kenworthy prefacing an old
publication about the Doukhobors. (Christian Mar-
tyrdom in Russia, London, 1897).
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It will seem incredible to many of us that
the things here recorded can by any possibility
be true, in this the nineteenth Christian cen-
tury. . . . It is true that the Doukhobors are,
or until recently have been, quite obscure, an
unknown peasant sect from Russia. But why
have they been obscure? For the same reason
that the present life and past history of all
such people is made obscure; because they are
men of sincere religion, who esteem it their
duty to live by those Christian principles
which the most of us profess with our lips and
entirely violate in our lives.

They are a light shining in darkness—in
darkness which moves actively to hide and
smother the light.”

It so happened that the Doukhobors fixed their
choice on me as a champion of their cause and appealed
to me to come over and plead their case before the
Commission. I heeded the summons and betook me
to the charming wilds of the Grand Forks Valley in the
Kootenay District. I spent quite some time in going
over all the settlements of the Doukhobors, with their
remarkable leader, Peter Verigin. Later I appeared as
witness before the Doukhobor Inquiry Commission at
Nelson.

By that time the chief cause of the trouble was per-
fectly clear to me. The people do not understand the
Doukhobors and the Doukhobors cannot make them-
selves understood in the manner followed by them, that
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is by merely going their own way and justifying their
doctrine by living it, and nothing else. Most fortun-
ately for the cause of the Doukhobors the investigation
of the Doukhobor Commission was presided over by a
man of deep human insight, sterling integrity and no-
bility of heart, before whom neither the Doukhobors
themselves, nor their antagonists, nor myself could
help but bow in profound respect. If more men of
the stamp of William Blakemore could be had in our
public offices, this would be a different world for us to
live in.

And even as I was answering to his questions on the
witness stand I conceived the necessity of this book.
The following is a fair sample of how much informa-
tion about the epoch making drama now being unfolded
in British Columbia can be derived from the daily
press. It is an item gleaned on the editorial page of
the highly respectable New York Tribune:

Russian Socialists, variously called Douk-
hobors, Dukabors and Duke Hoboes, are try-
ing to persuade the Manitoban authorities to
release some of their comrades from a mad-
house by going on the asylum grounds and
stripping off their clothes. The chances are
about ten to one that they will get themselves
locked up before they get their fellow madmen
released.

And this is what the Doukhobors had to relate on
this subject and that only in answer to my direct ques-
tioning. Note the tone of their statement.
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The Christian Community of Universal Brotherhood
Doukhobor Settlements in Canada.

Brilliant, British Columbia,
September 20, 1912.

Regarding those torturerd to death:

“In 1903 over forty men were put into the
prison at Regina, men and women. They
were held in confinement for three months.
The “fasting” Doukhobors were beaten and
tormented a great deal for abstaining from
meat and for declining obedience to special
numiliating orders of the prison authorities,
such as cleaning out the privy, hauling water
instead of beasts of burden and in other ways
making themselves objects of mockery. The
doctors were forcibly injecting medical mix-
tures through their mouths, which led to excru-
ciating stomach-pains and diarrhea, resulting in
utter exhaustion and feebleness. All were
forcibly fed by meat soups, scalding hot,
whereby tongues and lips were burned black.
All this bodily torture was mostly carried on
during the night. As to beating, this was done
in broad daylight as well as at night time, using
rolling pins, lashes; trampling underfoot both
men and women. The men Alexay Makasayev
and Nicholas Antiphayev were starved and had
their arms twisted backwards. They were sus-
pended by their feet with the head stuck in a
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barrel of water until rendered unconscious and
then thrown on the ground as good as dead.

“In the same year, 1903, Prokoph Pogojeff
was tortured to death in the Brandon Insane
Asylum for his convictions in refusing all
cooked food, and taking naught but fruit and
vegetables for nourishment. The authorities
considered this abstention a grave menace,
which should not be tolerated even by way of
experiments over one’s own self. So they
starved him to death. Firm to the end, he ex-
pired of sheer exhaustion, whilst placed in a
bathtub. He was taking baths very frequently
towards the end and sustained his life on grass,
which he gathered in the courtyard during the
common exercise of the inmates.

“In 1904 Alexay Ponomareff was tortured
to death in the prison of Prince-Alberta by
having hot meat soups injected into his stom-
ach through rubber tubing. Ponomareff died
during one of such operations with heart rend-
ing crying and praying for mercy.

“In the same manner and in the same prison
Alexay Alexievitch Ozeroff was tortured to
death towards the end of 1910 or the first part
of 1911, as nearly as could be learned.

Out of six men put into the cold room at the
prison of Winnepeg, Coozma Novokshonov
and Vassil Makassayev were tortured to death
by being chained to the walls, hands and feet
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stretched stiff and held in this position for
three days in the midst of winter. Both have
swollen up beyond recognition through the cold
and expired in great suffering. Two of the
others died upon reaching their homes.”

This will do for a sample.

The facts related are in themselves awful. But hun-
dredfold more terrible is the consciousness that this
is plain and naked truth and that this could have hap-
pened in a most advanced Christian country in our
days.

The victims are people whose sole fault is the prac-
tice of the Christian virtues of a pure worship of God,
communism of goods, and peace—"“non-resistance to
evil.” All these circumstances are attested in this book,
by the direct and indirect evidence of men whose hon-
esty of purpose and scrupulous exactitude are shown
by the very manner of their speaking.

Surely the modern State condemns itself immedi-
ately and completely, when it thus brings itself into
direct and destructive enmity with people whose beliefs
and lives are precisely calculated to promote the ends
which the State so hypocritically assumes to serve—
the ends of social justice and well-being.

This book should be received by us as a record of
the deeds and suffering of people, who are casting their
lives against common enemy, the rule of brute force
in society.

“The Message of the Doukhobors” has been written
by the Doukhobors themselves at my request when I
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realized during my sojourn with them, how cruelly they
are misunderstood and how perilously inadequate in
these modern days their own way of spreading their
message would be—just by living it. A popular Rus-
sian proverb runs: “Before the sun comes out the dew
may blind the eyes.”

I feel that the first mission of this book is to let the
world know how the life of truth is growing by suffer-
ing in its midst.

A. M. Evalenko.
New York, October 5, 1912.
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THE MESSAGE OF THE
DOUKHOBORS

(Translated by Leonard Lewery)

I

An Answer to the writings of unscrupulous persons,
Russians as well as English, who are meddling with
things which are out of their line, by writing what
they ought not to say and condemning that which is
not for them to criticize.

Not that things of this nature may disturb us as
Christians, as such should not rejoice in praise, nor
be vexed by slander. Because we shape the course
of our earthly life, as far as our reaosn conceives and
our physical powers enable us, after God, through
Jesus Christ, His true Son and Heir, who proclaimed:
“Praised be our Lord in Heaven, Peace on earth and
Goodwill to all men.” Whose name is recalled, at
least once every year, by all nations alike: “Christ has
arisen.” And the answer thereto is this: “In all true
men hath Christ arisen.”

17)
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“Thou art Peter, said Christ, and wpon this rock I
will build vy church and the gates of Hell shall not
prevail against it.” Those were the words of Christ.
He lived nineteen centuries ago and preached by His
life to all mankind, that the Kingdom of God might
be installed on earth.

In our time a great man had lived and died as a
follower of Christ—Lyof Nicolayevitch Tolstoi, who
unto his very physical death extolled and practiced
His life. Therefore, having set as our example men
of so great and indomitable a spirit, we should really
go on undisturbed, yea, even heedless of such trivi-
alities, as petty calumnious attacks of both those
Russians and the Englishmen. In our estimation such
personalities are not even worthy of being mentioned
by name in this statement of ours, which is neither
intended for, nor issued on account of them, but for
the benefit of all those in sympathy with the Christ-
true life we are dwelling in.

It is a matter of universal knowledge, the suffering
that we have been subjected to, back in Russia; but
for those unfamiliar with our previous history, we
would here briefly delve into our records and also
outline, if very broadly, our position in this Land of
Freedom, amidst the civilized world.

When, back in our home country we refused to take
the oath of allegiance to Nicolas Romanoff, at the same
time destroying by fire all arms and weapons in our
possession, have given up the use of meat, intoxicat-
ing liquors and smoking tobacco; declared our protest
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against military service, according to the doctrine of
Christ—we were subjected to relentless persecutions
and torture, were arrested and thrown into prisons.
Altogether about five hundred men were arrested in
the two governments of Elizabethpol and Karsk. After
two years’ confinement in jail, they were all exiled;
the

two hundred men or thereabouts to Siberia
Yakootsk Province—where they were ensconced
amongst native tribes on the shores of the river
Notora, three hundred and thrity-five miles distance
from Yakootsk. The others were dispersed in the
Trans-Caucasian provinces, no more than two men per
Aoul, or a Tartar village. And the Doukhobors of the
Tiflis Government, district of Akhalcalack, known as
the Kholodinskis, were all exiled, men, women and
children, and likewise scattered throughout the Gov-
ernment of Tiflis, amongst Georgians, Imeretians and
Ossetes, at the same rate of two families per Aoul.

We will not expatiate here in a detailed narrative of
all the sufferings undergone by us, for this will make
the subject of a whole book, which will go down to
posterity as the history of our days. In this, our gen-
eral spiritual revival Peter Vassilyevitch Verigin also
took part, who is now wantonly condemned by men
ignorant of the ways of the world, each according to
his fancy. At that particular time he was in exile at
Obdorsk, of the Tobolsk Government, District of
Berezov, Siberia. And in connection with these try-
ing hardships of ours he has sent to all of us the fol-
lowing letter of instruction, headed as follows:—
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“My Beloved Brother in Our Lord Jesus Christ, T
wish to discuss with thee, wherein lies thy faith. 1
am following the law of My Lord Jesus Christ and my
conception of it is inward and not outward. When we
abide in the Will of our God-Father, then God abides
in us, too, and inspires our lives, and radiant light
descends onto our reason. Those wishing to fulfill the
Will of our Father in Heaven should bend their hearts
to His command. God enjoins upon us “ye have been
paid for dearly, do ye not become enslaved of men.
And ye shall know the Truth and the Truth shall make
you free.

In starting upon this great work of ours, we must be
prepared in full consciousness, that our sincerity is
liable to be subjected to severe tests. This task of ours
may inflict upon us insults and injuries, suffering, yea,
even death. We are bound to contend with misunder-
standing, misinterpretation, slander; we are to face a
storm—vanity, pharisaism, ambitions, cruel rulers,
powers-that-be—all this joining forces in order to an-
nihilate us. Even so Our Lord Jesus Christ was dealt
with, Whom we are striving to emulate in the meas-
ure of our strength. But we should not be baffled by
these terrors, our hope lies not with men, but with the
Almighty God. If we renounce all human assistance,
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what then is to tide us over, but faith alone, which con-
quers the world?

And then we shall not be wondering at the dire trials
we went through, but will rejoice in having been chosen
to share in the suffering of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In consequence of all this we entrust our souls to
God and pin our faith to the Saying, that whosoever
relinquisheth his house, or his brothers and sisters, his
parents or his children, or his hoard, for the sake of the
Lord, he will be rewarded hundredfold and will inherit
eternal life in the Kingdom of Heaven. And so,
armed with firm belief in the ultimate triumph of
Truth, despite everything that may arise against us, we
trust in the reason and conscience of mankind, and
above all, in God’s power, in which we should take our
resort. The Christian is urged to show obedience to
men and to the laws of men, just as if a hired man
could pledge himself to take all the orders of strange
men, as well, besides those of his master. One can-
not serve two masters. A Christian is released from
human powers by recognizing the power of God alone
over himself ; and the law which is revealed to him by
Our Lord Jesus Christ—he is imbued with the con-
sciousness of it within himself and obeys but its com-
mands.

The life of man consists not in satisfying one’s own
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desires, but the will of God. A Christian may be sub-
jected to external violence and may be deprived of
personal bodily freedom, yet withal be free of his pas-
sions. IWhosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.
A Christian fis resigned and meek, does not contradict
anybody, nor attack anybody, uses no coercion against
anybody, but on the contrary, endures violence un-

flinchingly and thereby vanquishes evil.

P. V. VErIGIN.
O

This instruction may be said to be embodying the
Divine Spirit, which manifested itself in Jesus Christ
as the Son of Our Lord. All those who were due to
come up for military conscription tried to learn it by
heart, in order with its aid to subdue the passions,
which might be aroused in the stress of one’s trial.
And Peter Vassilyevich, he enjoined upon us, that who-
ever was sincere in regard to this, should have this light
penetrate and permeate his reason and to keep the same
not in mind only but deep in one’s heart, to be able to
withstand all tests. - This refusal on our part to take the
oath of allegiance and to submit to military conscrip-
tion was the original cause of our migration here, to
Canada, as the Land of Freedom. Peter Vassilyevich
addressed a letter to the Empress Alexandra Theo-
dorovna Romanov, in consequence whereof we have
been released for migration here. Here below follows
the said letter, word for word :—
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“May God Almighty preserve thy soul in this life as
well as in the future age, sister Alexandra. I am a
servant of our Lord Tesus Christ, dwelling in the testi-
mony and glad tidings of His Truth. Have been in
exile since 1886, and hail from the Trans-Caucasian
Doukhobor  settlement. The word “Doukhobor”
should be understood in this sense, that we profess God
in the spirit and with our soul. (See—the Gospel; the
meeting of Christ with the Samaritan woman at the
well.) I beseech thee, sister in Christ Alexandra, pray
thy husband Nicolas to spare the Christians in the
Caucasus from persecutions. It is to thee I appeal, be-
cause I think thy heart is more turned towards God.
And in those places women and children are now suf-
fering the hardest. Hundreds of men, husbands and
parents, are confined in jails, while thousands of fami-
lies are dispersed among the native mountain villages
where the population is incited by the authorities to
treat the Douchobors roughly, and this tells especially
cruelly upon the Christian women! And lately they
started imprisoning women and children as well. Our
guilt lies in our endeavoring to become Christians as
best we can; possibly we fall short of true conception
in some of our actions. Thou art probably acquainted
with the teaching of Vegetarianism. We are followers
of these humanitarian views. Lately we gave up using
flesh as food, to drink wine and have forsaken much of
that which is conducive to loose living and befogs the
radiance of human soul. And since we do not kill ani-
mals, we 1 no case regard it as possible to deprive men
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of life. If we were to deliberately kill an ordinary
man, be he a robber even, we would feel like resolving
to assassinate Christ.

And therein lies the chief cause of the trouble.
The State requires our brethren to be trained in the
use of firearms, in order to become proficient in man-
slaughter. Christians will not consent to this. They
are put into prisons, beaten and starved; while their
sisters and mothers are savagely outraged, frequently
with profane raillery: “And where is your God,
Why does he not help you?” (Our Lord is in Heaven
and on earth, and fulfills His will. See Psalms of
David 113 and 114.)

And this is all the more painful because it is all per-
petrated in a Christian country. QOur community in
the Caucasus consists of about twenty thousand souls.
Can it be possible that such a handful of people could
injure the organism of the State, if soldiers were not
recruited from among them? Although soldiers ARE
recruited now, but uselessly. Thirty men are held in
the fortress of Ekatherinograd in the penal battalion,
where the authorities are only tormenting themselves
by torturing them. We regard man as the temple of
the living God and will on no account prepare our-
selves for killing him, though for this we ourselves
were to be threatened by death. The best way of deal-
ing with us would be to let us settle in some little
corner of the country, where we might dwell in peace,
engaged in pursuit of our toil. We will discharge all
the State obligations in the form of taxes, only we can-
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not serve as soldiers. Should the Government deem it
impossible to consent to this, then let them give us the
freedom to migrate into one of the foreign countries.
We would willingly go to England, or the most con-
venient resort for us would be America, where we
have a multitude of brethren in our Lord Jesus Christ.
From the fullness of my heart I pray the Lord for
the welfare of thy family—Christ's servant PETER
(living in exile in the Government of Tobolsk.)

The Government did not consent to our first sugges-
tion but released us to forsake the country. Where-
upon, with God’s blessing and the assistance of good
men like Lyov Nicolayevitch Tolstoi, Vladimyr and
Anne Chertkovs, Demetri Alexandrovitch Hilkov, and
others, we started our migration to Canada. What
with the great distance we had to travel to our new
abode and the utter and wholesale plundering of our
earthly goods by the Russian government authorities
prior to our leaving the country, we were not even in
a position to pay for our transportation to Canada.
But here, too, good men came to our succour, not only
Russians, but Englishmen as well.

Upon migrating here, to Saskatchevan, Canada, we
lived here for three years without claiming the land.
We did not accept the land because we could not get
the substance of the fundamental law and order of
this country. Some men declared that full liberty
reigns supreme here, others asserted that here, as in
Russia, as soon as the Doukhobors would accept their
titles to the land alotted to them, they would have to
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swear allegiance to King Edward as well. And to sub-
mit to all demands imposed by his government.

In view of all this, fearful least they should once
again entagle themselves with government bodies, the
majority of our brethren and sisters set free all the
cattle in their possession and set forth at random, at
the mercy of Providence, to instil new life into the
teachings of Christ and to preach annunciation, peace,
fraternity, equality and liberty to mankind. Liberty—
not as license to do evil things, but in the sense of one’s
own liberation from sin, that there should be no more
sanguinary wars, where human beings are destroyed
the same as locusts. And that men should under-
stand that they are all children of one Father, and
should live among themselves like brothers in Christ.
And that men should give up eating flesh, as a diet im-
proper for men. Smoking tobacco is likewise alien to
human nature, for even all animals shun this pernici-
ous weed, and its only use lies in the treatment of cer-
tain itching, scurfy sores, or rashes, which are healed
by this poison, tobacco. Likewise it is utterly unnec-
essary for men to imbide intoxicating liquors, because
they lead directly to lust and perverse living.

Many of the English people sympathised with their
mission, while others scoffed. And the Government
had great trouble in bringing them back to their settle-
ments. The trouble was due to the fact that the cru-
saders refused to go back to the place they set forth
from, but were bent on pressing onward, regardless of
all obstacles and dangers and even fearless of death.




Whereupon the government officials adopted measures
of violence, trampling them under the hoofs of horses,
rapping them on the hands with hammers, whenever
they gripped hold of anything, squeezing their bodies
by means of iron tongs and by such drastic measures
crowding them into railroad cars in order to ship them
back to their settlements.

It cannot be said, that the Government was harming
them deliberately, for the time was well on towards
winter and frosts were setting in already, while all
of them were insufficiently clad and many were quite
barefooted. And most naturally they would be catch-
ing their death of colds, and find their graves any-
where and anyhow. In this respect the government
can be said to have acted humanely. But they did not
follow up this act of humanity in any consistent action,
as will be explained in the following.

When finally Peter Vassilyevitch came to us from
his Siberian exile—this was on December 24, 1902—
the first convention of the Doukhobor Communities
took place, in April, 1903, two delegates attending
from each settlement. The object of this conference
was the discussion of the land question. Two Govern-
ment land-agents were invited to assist in the discus-
sion, and we asked them to elucidate for us the law and
order of this country, but all they could do for us was
to explain the formalities connected with the allot-
ment of land to settlers, namely that any man, from
the age of eighteen and up to considerable old age, can
be allotted a homestead—160 acres. The applicant
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should register his full name and surname on a special
form issued for this purpose by the Government, pay
the fee of ten dollars and that was the end of it. The
ten dollars is charged for surveying.

The land was accordingly accepted on the above
understanding, over two thousand homesteads in all.
And we bent to our task as one man, clearing the waste
land, ploughing it and sowing grain. In the mean-
while Peter Vassilyevitch made the acquaintance of
the official who held charge of the post of Governor,
Spears by name, with whom the question of allegiance
was taken up. The official explained that all the in-
habitants of this land assume allegiance, but that this
is not obligatory. If you do not wish to, you don’t
have to do it. And furthermore, all the immigrants to
this country are anxious about being adopted as
citizens, for the reason that after assuming allegiance
the land becomes their property and they become en-
titled to a vote in the elections of new administrations
and other affairs of this nature.

Spears believed naturally that his explanations would
tend to make us anxious, too, to become subjects. But,
when after three years’ possession of the land, the pro-
vision of the law about assuming political allegiance
was raised before us, all of us rejected this demand.
In the course of these three years we built up fifty
large Russian settlements, with substantial houses,
barns and stables, and have tilled a considerable
expanse of land. Formerly we used to buy our grain,
now we sell it in great quantities.
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Accordingly, when the official arrived in our midst,
who was commissioned to distribute among the
Doukhobors the legal forms for swearing allegiance,
every one of the said settlements refused to accept
these forms from his hands. The official then left in
each of the settlements three legal forms and a Gov-
ernment circular declaration and departed. Follow-
ing is the text of the Government declaration:—
(translated from the Russian.)

“The Government is pleased to observe that some
of the Doukhobors are tilling their own soil and
have become, or are becoming Canadian citizens
and British subjects. But at the same time the
Government greatly regrets to perceive the majority
of the Doukhobors, after seven years' residence in
Canada, still continuing to till their land commu-
nally and declining to acquire the citizenship of
this country. They have left large tracts of land,
which the Government let them reserve for them-
selves, without tilling or cultivating anything. The
law ordains, that the settler should be tilling his
own land, otherwise he is liable to forfeit his re-
servation. Men born outside of the Doukhobor
persuasion demand that the Doukhobors should not
be allowed to go on holding their land without
cultivating the same and without adopting the
citizenship of the country.

“The Government of Canada represents the ma-
jority of the Canadian people and if the majority
of the people prescribe that the Doukhobors should
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not be allowed to retain in their possession the
land which is left without cultivation, then the
Government is in duty bound to obey, and must
cancel the reservations for homesteads improperly
held by present owners, in order that the same
could be reserved for other people, who might
claim possession in accordance with the law. Only
those Doukhobor claims will remain valid in the
eyes of the law, where the land is owned by a
man, either living on his farm, or in a village re-
moved no further than three miles from the said
tract of land, and who cultivates this land {for
himself, and who either already adopted Canadian
citizenship, or intends to do so. Any man living
in a village and tilling his farm more than three
miles distant from the place of his residence, will
have his title guaranteed for the period of six
months, with the view of enabling him to build
and settle on his farm. In default of his building
a farmhouse for his individual dwelling and mov-
ing to his own farm within the space of time
allowed, his title will be cancelled.

“Although it is desirable for the Government that
cach man should till his own soil and become a
citizen of the country, it is far, however, from any
intentions of theirs to compel the Doukhobors in
one way or another. The Government will protect
them, as heretofore, in their liberty and in unham-
pered religious worship, but it cannot any longer
extend to them such privileges in landownership,

as are never granted to other persons. In the case
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of the land, occupied by a village settlement, or a
part thereof, being claimed for settlement by an-
other party, such occupied land or part thereof
would be withheld from such party, so that the
households of the Doukhobors could be safeguarded

by the Government.

“Henceforward the titles belonging to members
of the community for land reservations situated in
the vicinity of the various village settlements, allotted
to the settlers at the rate of fifteen acres per soul
and the lots having been surveyed in such a manner
as to comprise as much as possible of communal
plough-land in one tract, will be invalidated and
all such communal land will be witheld in the
hands of the Government, for the protection of
the interests of the Doukhobor community, so long
as the Government will see fit to hold it. All the
titles issued in the names of communal Doukhobors
will be invalid. All those Doukhobors, from whom
their titles are to be withdrawn, will be allowed to
claim afresh all and any unoccupied farmlands within
three months’ time from receipt of this declaration.
Farms will be established in their possession im-
mediately upon application and no charges made
for the second time. All those Doukhobors who
will register their claims for farms within three
months, either with the Commission, which will
visit your settlements, or through the Government
Agent, must state whether they have decided living

on their farms, or in the village, and must at the







