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VICTORIA, B.C., December 21st, 1912. 

The Honourable the Provincial Secretary, 

Victoria, B.C. 

SIR,—I have the honour to submit to you herewith the evidence taken before 

the Royal Commission on the Doukhobors, together with my Report thereon. 

Your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM BLAKEMORE, 

Commissioner. 
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COMMISSION. 

THOS. W. PATERSON, 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

C A N A D A : 

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

GEORGE T H E FIFTH, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Defender of the Faith, 
Emperor of India. 

In the matter of the " Public Inquiries Act." 

A COMMISSION. 

To WILLIAM BLAKEMORE, of the City of Victoria, and to all whom the same may in 
anywise concern,—GREETING. 

J . P. MCLEOD, / " T T T H E R E A S an Order of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council 
Deputy Attorney-General.y VV of the fifteenth day of August instant directs that a 
Commission under the provisions of " An Act respecting Inquiries concerning Public Matters " 
be issued to you, WILLIAM BLAKEMORE, appointing you to be a sole Commissioner to inquire 
into the organization, habits, customs, and practices of the Doukhobor Community at Grand 
Forks, Brilliant, and elsewhere in the Province, including in the inquiry an investigation into 
the nature, source, and scope of the authority held or exercised by the leader or leaders of the 
Community over the other members thereof; the tenure and ownership of property, real and 
personal; the solemnization of marriages, the registration of births, deaths, and marriages, and 
domestic relations generally ; naturalization ; the observance of law ; and generally all matters 
appertaining or relating to the Community and its social, intellectual, moral, and religious life : 

NOW KNOW YE that, under and by virtue of the powers contained in and conferred 
by the said recited Act, and of all and every powers and power vested in us in that behalf, 
We, reposing trust and confidence in j'our loyalty, integrity, and ability, do hereby confer upon 
you, the said Commissioner, the power of making inquiry into the matter aforesaid, together 
with the power of summoning before you any person or witnesses and requiring them to give 
evidence on oath, orally or in writing, or solemn affirmation (if they be persons entitled to 
affirm in civil matters), and to produce such documents and things as you may deem requisite 
to the full investigation of the said matter; and We empower and direct you, the said 
Commissioner to report in writing to Our Lieutenant-Governor of Our said Province the result 
of such inquiry, with such recommendations as you may see fit to make, and that you do and 
perform all these matters and things in and about the taking of the said inquiry as by law in 
that behalf you are authorized to do. 

I N TESTIMONY WHEREOF We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, and the 
Great Seal of the said Province to be hereunto affixed : 

WITNESS, His Honour THOMAS WILSON PATERSON, Lieutenant-Governor of Our said 
Province of British Columbia, in Our City of Victoria, in Our said Province, this 
fifteenth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
twelve, and in the third year of Our Reign. 

By Command. 
B I C H A R D McBRIDE, 

Acting Provincial Secretary. 

On August 24th, A.D. 1912, William Blakemore, the within-named Commissioner, 
appeared before me and took the oath of office as prescribed by clause 6 of the " Public 
Inquiries Act," chapter 110, "Revised Statutes of British Columbia, 1911." 

P. S. LAMPMAN, 
Co. J., Victoria. 
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PREFACE. 

The following Report represents four months' continuous work under the provisions of 
the Royal Commission for Inquiry into the Doukhobor Settlements in British Columbia. 

Public sittings were held and evidence taken on oath at Nelson, Grand Forks, and Trail. 
At these hearings 110 witnesses were examined. 

' Throughout the inquiry the Community Doukhobors were represented in the person of 
their counsel, Mr. A. M. Johnson, of Nelson. A number of non-Community Doukhobors who 
wished to give evidence presented themselves before the Court in Nelson; and, finding that 
the Community was represented by counsel, they made an application to the Court, asking 
that the Government would appoint some one to represent them, as they considered that they 
would be at a disadvantage. Although such a course was somewhat unusual, the request was 
submitted to the Provincial Government, with a recommendation that it be granted in order 
that all classes of Doukhobors interested might feel satisfied with the fairness of the inquiry. 
In the temporary absence of the Attorney-General from the Province, the Premier acceded to 
this request, and appointed Mr. F. G. Moffatt, who thereafter represented the non-Community 
Doukhobors. 

After the first public sitting in Grand Forks, a request was preferred by a number of 
leading citizens that the inquiry should be adjourned, to give them an opportunity of securing 
the assistance of counsel. When the sittings were resumed, Mr. Sutton appeared on the 
instructions of a citizens' committee to represent the people of Grand Forks ; but after a short 
hearing he retired from the case, having decided not to call any witnesses and expressing 
himself as satisfied with the thoroughness of the investigation. 

In addition to the public sittings referred to, the Commissioner made a personal inspection 
and examination of all the Doukhobor Settlements in British Columhia; and, at the request 
of the leaders of the Community, held an all-day session, at which upwards of 1,000 Doukhobors 
attended, in the Settlement at Brilliant. 

A t this session lengthy discussion of the various points at issue took place, but the Com­
missioner was not successful in securing any undertaking that the Community would abandon 
its attitude of hostility to the registration laws and the " Public Schools Act." 

During the course of the investigation in British Columbia, it was found that the internal 
economy of the local Settlements was so wrapped up with that of the Settlements in 
Saskatchewan that it would be impossible to make a complete and intelligent Report without 
studying the conditions in that Province, especially as the property interests in British 
Columbia were derived from prior holdings there. Although under the powers of the Com­
mission no legal investigation could be held outside of British Columbia, it was deemed 
necessary to visit the Saskatchewan Settlements and to procure such information as would 
throw light on some of the problems which have already presented themselves in British 
Columbia. 

Accordingly, several weeks were spent in the Prairie Province, during which the Towns 
of Yorkton, Prince Albert, Buchanan, and Verigin were visited. 

The result of this inquiry was exceedingly satisfactory, as it enabled the Commissioner to 
obtain all the information required affecting the property interests and Community organization 
and management, as well as to learn on the spot the manner in which the Doukhobors had 
conducted themselves and their business during the thirteen years that they have spent on the 
Prairies. 

In this connection, acknowledgment is made of the very valuable assistance rendered to 
the Commissioner by Dr. T. A. Patrick, of Yorkton, and Mr. Robert Buchanan, of Buchanan. 

I t is only fair, in concluding this Preface, to acknowledge the great readiness with which 
the Doukhobors and the leaders, both in British Columbia and in Saskatchewan, gave every 
information desired, even to the extent of placing their private books and statements of accounts 
in the hands of the Commissioner. They also showed him the utmost personal kindness at all 
times. In this regard, special thanks are due to Mr. Peter Verigin, the head of the Community; 
Mr. J. W. Sherbinin, their business manager in British Columbia; and Mr. Michael W. Cazakoff, 
their business manager in Saskatchewan. 

For the collation of the historic facts which largely form the basis of the opening chapters, 
I am chiefly indebted to Mr. Joseph Elkinton, of the Society of Friends, Philadelphia, and to 
Mr. A. M. Evalenko, of New York. 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON DOUKHOBORS. 

B O O K I . 

CHAPTER I. 

T H E D O U K H O B O R S , T H E I R O R I G I N A N D H I S T O R Y . 

Descended from "The Cossacks of the Don "—Persecutions during Early Part of Last Century—Attitude 
of the Greek Orthodox Church toward these Dissenters—Regarded and Treated as Heretics—Segregated 
in " T h e Milky Waters" Colony by Order of Tzar Alexander I. about Year 1800—Doukhobors First 
Refused Military Service in 1807, Throwing Down their Arms in the First Turkish War—Established 
Simple Manufacturing Industries in "The Milky Waters" Colony — Visited in 1818 by Tzar 
Alexander I.—Tzar Subsequently Attends Quaker Meeting in London—Explanation of Persecution by 
Greek Orthodox Church—"The Milky Waters" Colony Broken up in 1841, and the Doukhobors 
Exiled to Transcaucasia—Hardships Endured from Greek Church, Russian Officers, and the Tartar 
Tribesmen. 

E x p e r t opinion is divided as t o t h e origin of the Doukhobors . General Djunkolesky, who 
was Min i s t e r of t h e In t e r io r t o t h e Russ ian Government one h u n d r e d years ago, laid evidence 
before t h e representat ives of t h e Quaker sect in London which satisfied them t h a t t h e Douk­
hobors came from the followers of J o h n Russ . 

On t h e other hand, t h e t r ad i t ions of th i s in te res t ing people teach t h a t t h e y were derived 
from t h r e e b r o t h e r s — " Cossacks of t h e Don "—who, t h r o u g h t h e teaching of t he Spir i t , and 
t h e careful perusal of t he N e w Tes tament , were led away from t h e ceremonies of t he Russ ian 
Church to worship God " i n Spir i t a n d in t r u t h . " 

The probabi l i ty is t h a t t h e l a t t e r view is t h e correct one, no t only because i t is so deeply 
implan ted in t h e minds of t h e people themselves, b u t because i t accords more completely wi th 
t he spir i t in which they have survived the numberless persecut ions of t he last hundred years. 

To unde r s t and the i r present a t t i t u d e towards Cons t i tu t iona l Government , and, indeed, 
t owards al l Government b u t t he i r o w n ; t o fa thom the i r obst inacy in view of t h e most 
considerate t r e a t m e n t ; and to explain why a people, professing in all i ts simplicity t h e religion 
of t h e Chris t , should be so suspicious of those who would befriend them, and so irreconcilable 
in all m a t t e r s temporal , i t is necessary to know by w h a t processes they have been dr iven to 
th i s s tand. 

N o one will be surprised t o learn t h a t one h u n d r e d years ago, when m a n y barbar i t ies 
were to lera ted in t h e name of Jus t i ce , t he sect, which h a d placed itself in an tagonism to t h e 
Russ ian Government , should have been constant ly subjected to persecution and cruel ty. 

I n 1797, A n d r e i Tolstoev and his wife were t r ied because of the i r adherence to Doukhobor 
principles, a n d after being punished wi th t h e knout , and hav ing the i r nostr i ls cut ou t (this 
pun i shmen t was frequently inflicted upon dissenters), were sentenced to h a rd labour in 
I r k u t s k . 

I n 1806, t h e celebrated Russ ian Senator, Lapukh in , wrote :— 
No class has, up to this time, been so cruelly persecuted as the Doukhobortsi, and this is certainly not 

because they are the most harmful. They have been tortured in various ways, and whole families have 
been sentenced to hard labour and confinement in the most cruei prisons. 

P e r h a p s t h e clearest idea of t h e a t t i t u d e of t he Government towards t he Doukhobors a t 
th i s t ime will be ga thered from t h e following Edict , pronounced after t he t r i a l of thir ty-four 
Doukhobors :— 

As the same prisoners remain inflexible to suggestion and persuasion, in order to guard men from like 
superstition in the future, and also to retaliate upon them for their renunciation of the Church, her 
sacraments and saints, they shall receive, each man, thirty strokes of the knout, and each woman forty 
strokes of the lash publicly. The Doukhobor, Jacob Laktev's daughter, Katrina, and Ivan Shalayer's 
daughter, Nastasia, as minors, are, in accordance with the Ukase of May 2nd, 1765, to be whipped with 
rods. After all these criminals have been thus punished they are to be sent to Siberia, their goods are to 
be confiscated and sold by public auction, and the money sent to the Treasury Office in Perekop, to be 
entered in the accounts of public revenue ; the carrying-out of which sentence is to devolve on the Police 
Court of Perekop. 
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The high Criminal Court, to which this case came up from the District Court, altered the 
sentence as follows :— 

The prisoners convicted of Doukhobortsi heresy are to be put in irons without punishment, and sent to 
work perpetually in the mines, at Ekaterinburg, Siberia, excepting the younger children. The bringing-up 
of the children under ten years of age in the faith of the Greek Orthodox Church is to devolve upon the 
Mayor of the town or of the parish, together with the priests. 

This shows clearly that the persecution of the Doukhobors was due to the fact that they 
were dissenters from the Greek Orthodox Church—a conclusion which is placed beyond dispute 
by the fact that the Ukase issued in 1800 reads : " Everybody who shall be convicted of 
belonging to the sect of Doukhobortsi shall be condemned to lifelong hard labour." 

Senator Lapukhin seems to have felt some sympathy for them, for, after this Ukase was 
issued, we find that he approached the Emperor, Alexander I., for the purpose of arranging for 
a place of settlement where they could live apart from Russians who belonged to the Greek 
Church. Lapukhin was successful in carrying his point, and the Doukhobors were allowed to 
emigrate to a section of country known as " The Milky Waters," near the Crimea, and each 
emigrant received from the Government about 45 acres of land. They were also granted 
exemption from taxation, and the authorities were instructed to leave them in peace unless 
they displayed an "open disobedience to legal authority." They were not to be convicted as 
criminals on account of their opinions, and the clergy, who had been their most violent perse­
cutors, were ordered to stay away from them. 

Many thousands took advantage of this opening, and settled just north of the Crimea, 
remaining there until 1840. 

Before following the later history of " The Milky Waters" Settlement it may be 
interesting to note that about this time (1807) occurred the first instance of refusal on the part 
of the Doukhobors to bear arms. This occurred during the first Turkish war, when they threw 
away their arms in the midst of the fighting. 

In 1809, the privates of the Kiev Regiment who were Doukhobors refused to receive 
ammunition, or to perform military service, and were sent to work in the Siberian factories. 
So obdurate were they on this subject of military service that ten years later, in 1817, the 
Ministerial Committee modified their attitude to this extent: that they ordered that Doukho­
bortsi should be taken into military service "without being compelled to swear." 

At this time they had a narrow escape from what might have been a worse fate than that 
which befell them in Transcaucasia, for in 1811 a petition was presented to the Tzar by 4,000 
Doukhobors, who declared that because they were oppressed everywhere and in every way 
they would be glad to settle on the banks of the Danube, in territory recently acquired from 
the Ottoman Porte. But this was not allowed. 

Following the fortunes of "The Milky Waters" Colony, one gets a clear idea as to how 
those principles were established among the Doukhobors to which they still adhere with the 
utmost tenacity, and which are only strengthened by persecution or the application of harsh 
measures. 

The Colony consisted of nine villages, the central one being Terpenie (Patience). In it 
sat the Parish Assembly. In it also was the Orphan House, called "Zion." The villages 
flourished in consequence of the abundance of fertile lands, the energy with which the people 
followed the arts of husbandry, and their fidelity to the communal system. 

The Settlement consisted of 13,500 acres. The farming was all done in common, and the 
products divided into equal parts. Storehouses were erected for food in case of famine. 

I t is rather strange to notice, especially when reading the evidence given by Peter Verigin 
and others before this Commission, that farming was the only business of the Doukhobors, that 
" The Milky Waters" Colony did not confine itself to husbandry, but that several simple 
industries were successfully established, such as the manufacture of sashes and woollen hats. 

As to the character and life of the Doukhobors in this Colony, there is on record the 
testimony of the Governor of the district, who could not be considered to be ultra-favourable 
to them, but who declared that " Drunkenness and idleness were rigidly prohibited. State 
taxes and commercial obligations were punctually discharged; they were active, indefatigable 
in labour, and industrious in agriculture, and, being sober and well-living men, they were more 
independent than others." 

This testimony might well be taken as a summary of the evidence laid before the present 
Commission bearing upon the conduct of the Doukhobors in Canada, and shows that, what­
ever peculiarities may characterize them, they have in the main adhered to the principles of 
their founders. 
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In 1818, after they had been settled in " The Milky Waters " Colony nearly twenty years, 
the Emperor Alexander I. passed through their Settlement, and was so pleased with their 
prosperitv that he ordered the prompt return to their native land of all the banished 
Doukhobortsi. 

The sympathy evinced by Alexander I. is one of the most gratifying incidents in a long 
record of oppression and persecution, for not only did he grant them many privileges which 
relieved the misery of their lives, b^it used his influence with the clergy of the Greek Orthodox 
Church to abandon the campaign of persecution on which they had entered. So interested 
was the Emperor in their well-being that in 1814 he visited London and attended a Quaker 
meeting for worship, and here his favourable opinion of the Quakers was confirmed, and 
undoubtedly greatly influenced him in his subsequent relations with the Doukhobors. 

As a result of his visit to London, Alexander I. subsequently sent to England for a 
member of the Society of Friends to come to Russia and take charge of the cultivation of 
certain extensive lands. One Daniel Wheeler was chosen, and he laboured in Russia for fifteen 
years, and the records state that he not only laboured, but " preached by the example of a holy 
and industrious life, and was occasionally visited by the Emperor, with whom he had the most 
cordial relations." 

But nothing could appease the wrath of the clergy of the Greek Orthodox Church, who, 
in season and out of season, continued to persecute the Doukhobors ; and perhaps it makes 
their offence against that Church more clearly understood if we recognize that they revolted 
against the Ikon worship of the Russian Church so radically as to place the emphasis of their 
belief upon the Spirit as their infallible guide. 

Their religious creed is simplicity itself, and can be expressed in a few words : They 
claim to be followers of Christ, and to live in accordance with His teaching. They put 
emphasis upon the indwelling of the Spirit of Christ, rather than upon His historical appear­
ance. They interpret His teachings literally, so that the injunction to turn the other cheek 
when smitten ceases, in their eyes, to be a figure of speech. They believe in and practise the 
memorizing of the Scriptures, which has gone on among them for generations. They are 
opposed to the reading, even, of the Scriptures, and do not encourage their children to learn, 
but rely entirely on oral teaching. 

A peculiar feature or custom of the Doukhobors is their frequent bowing, which has its 
origin in reverence for the Divine nature or Spirit in man. 

That a people who, in their own country, have enjoyed so few outward advantages should 
retain so large a portion of their original simplicity of character and devotion to high spiritual 
conceptions is a most hopeful sign for the future. 

In 1821, the persecution of the Greek Church continuing, we find that a Caucasian Chief, 
who had some 2,500 Doukhobors in his district, advised the Central Government that all their 
families should be dispersed among Russian villages, and that children should be separated 
from their parents " in order that the exhortations and example of the clergymen might 
influence them to embrace the Orthodox religion." 

This was literally carried out in that locality seventy-five years afterwards, and Prince 
Hilkov's children were violently taken from him and placed with members of the Russian 
Church. 

In 1826, Nicholas I. confirmed a Ministerial decision to transplant "The Milky Waters" 
Colony from the Crimea to the Caucasus, in order to disperse the "obnoxious sect," and 
although there was some delay in carrying it out, still, in 1841, effect was given to this iniqui­
tous decree. The " Cossacks of the Don," as they were called, were the first to be transported to 
that inhospitable region, where they were brought into close contact with the fiercest hillsmen 
for the avowed purpose of compelling them to defend themselves, their property and families 
by force, and so voluntarily to deny their own teaching. The Imperial order read as follows :— 

All the Doukhobortsi shall be removed from "The Milky Waters" to the Transcaucasian Provinces. 
The dispersion began in 1840 and lasted four years. Twelve thousand Doukhobors were 

deported. Their whole property, acquired by long years of toil, was sold for almost nothing, 
the houses abandoned, and the fields given up. An historian of the time comments in 
picturesque language upon the scenes that were witnessed at the time of the exodus. He 
says:— 

On parting from the land which for so many years had fed them, the Doukhobortsi women kneeled and 
pressed to her their breasts ; they kissed her, and sobbing, threw their hands to heaven and sang mournful 
psalms. But the earth to which they pressed their breasts, and the men who should have heard them, all 
remained deaf to their sorrows. 
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This people, who u p to th i s t ime were weal thy, were now removed to t h e Pers ian frontier, 
where they were cont inual ly subjected to robbery a t t h e hands of t he Ta r t a r s . 

The Government t r ied to win over the emigran ts by al lowing all who were will ing to join 
t h e Or thodox Church t o remain in the i r own homes. I t is a remarkab le comment on the i r 
fidelity to the i r principles t ha t , out of 12,000, only twenty-seven agreed to these conditions. 
A g a i n i t is profitable to quote from t h e his tor ian :— 

Banished to a strange land, where the soil, climate, and conditions of life were quite new and 
unknown to them, surrounded by hostile mountain tribes, and precluded by their religious principles from 
using arms, even in self-defence, the Doukhobors seemed doomed to perish without leaving a remnant. But 
such is the strength of their communal principle, which forms the basis of the life of this Community, that 
in spite of continual suffering from invasion, change of climate, and fevers, they at last succeeded in not 
only adapting themselves to local conditions, but even in reviving the trade of the Province and becoming 
the most prosperous section of the Transcaucasian population. 

The moral influence of t he Doukhobors was so general ly recognized th roughou t t he 
Caucasus t h a t the i r absence came to be regre t ted by t h e Government itself. Af te r t h e last 
Russo-Turkish war t h e Government actual ly solicited them to remove in to t h e newly acquired 
Dis t r ic t of K a r s , to civilize t h e Mohammedans . These n e w M o h a m m e d a n ne ighbours soon 
m a d e friends wi th them, concluding t h a t t h e y were not Chris t ians, for, said they, " t he 
Chr is t ians always fight." 

" S u c h is ," says Abramov , " t h e b i t t e r i rony of h is tory upon t h e offensive measures 
di rected against t he Doukhobor t s i . " 

" A n d these persecut ions," says Count Tolstoi, " a s is a lways t h e case, when t h e y a re 
endured wi th t h e Chr is t ian meekness shown by t h e Doukhobor ts i , produce t he resul t t he very 
opposite of t h a t in tended by t h e persecutors ." 

" People wish to h ide t h e fire which has appeared in t h e forest, and to ex t inguish i t t hey 
press i t to t h e ear th w i t h wha tever comes to hand—leaves , grass, and wood—but t he flame 
b u r n s more a n d more fiercely, a n d i t s l ight spreads fa r the r a n d far ther ." 

I t is not necessary to deal in detai l wi th t h e experiences of t he Doukhobors in t he Trans­
caucasian Provinces of Tiflis, K a r s , and Elizavetpol, to which t h e y were exiled when t h e y left 
" T h e Mi lky W a t e r s . " I t would be a record of cont inual struggle, first of all w i th t he forces 
of Na tu re , for t he cl imate can be regarded only as inhospitable, and the land, when the exodus 
took place, unfruitful. N o r was t h e conflict wi th N a t u r e t h e most difficult one t h e Doukhobors 
had to wage, for they were subject a t all t imes t o t h e unre len t ing persecutions of t he repre­
senta t ives of t h e Greek Or thodox Church, t he semi-barbarous hordes of T a r t a r s who bore down 
on them, pil laging the i r farms and wrecking the i r homes ; and, later, t h e officers of t he law, 
who haled t hem to t h e Courts , from whence t h e y were exiled to Siberia for resistance to the 
mi l i t a ry law. I t is marvel lous t h a t under these condit ions t h e y held t he i r own, in spite 
of repeated onslaughts a n d well-organized a t t empt s to break up the sect, for near ly s ix ty y e a r s — 
for, un t i l t h e exodus t o C a n a d a took place in 1898, they k n e w no home b u t t h e one t h e y had 
carved for themselves amid t h e most forbidding a n d depressing surroundings . 

CHAPTER II . 

T H E D O U K H O B O R S I N R U S S I A . 

Under three Tzars, Nicholas I., Alexander I I . , and Alexander III.—Reactionary Policy of Alexander III .— 
Liberty Curtailed, Education Suppressed, Press Stifled—Fiercer Persecutions for the Doukhobors— 
Famine of 1890—Colony in Transcaucasia Increased to 20,000—Prosperous in Spite of Adverse 
Conditions—Split in the Community in 1886—Rival Claimants for Leadership, Kalmykov and Peter 
Verigin—By Treachery of Opposing Faction, Verigin Exiled, first to Archangel, then to Siberia— 
Verigin a Pronounced Ascetic—Dictates Policy of Doukhobor Community from Siberian Prison—In his 
Absence Colony again Broken up and Property Confiscated—Appeal of Verig'n to Dowager Empress 
Alexandra in Historic Letter—Final Consent of Tzar Nicholas to Doukhobors Leaving Russia— 
Negotiations with Canadian Government by Prince Hilkov and Aylmer Maude—Assistance of Count 
Tolstoi and the Quakers of London, New York, and Philadelphia. 

D u r i n g th is period t h e Empi re of t he Russias acknowledged t h e sovereignty of th ree 
Tzars—Nicholas I., who was in s t rumen ta l in ban ish ing t h e Doukhobors to t h e Caucasus ; 
A l e x a n d e r I I . , who came to t h e t h rone in 1856 ; a n d A lexande r I I I . Nicholas I . na tu ra l ly 
earned the reprobat ion of those who sympathized w i t h t h e Doukhobors for t h e ha r sh policy he 
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endorsed, although it is only fair to say that Queen Victoria, when he visited London in 1844, 
concluded that there was much in his character to admire, and his mistakes were due to lack 
of education, to natural obstinacy, and to the fact that he was kept in ignorance of many 
things he ought to have known, if he was to judge wisely and act rightly. 

Alexander I I . resembled his father in no respect, for he was a kind-hearted, liberal-
minded man, and during his reign a marvellous amount of reform was set on foot. The 
Emancipation Act of 1861 liberated 50,000,000 serfs, at a cost to the Government of 
$500,000,000. The verdict of no less a person than Mr. Gladstone on the life of this Tzar, 
after his assassination, was : " The sole labour of a devoted life was to improve his inheritance 
for the benefit of his subjects and of mankind." 

But, unfortunately, Alexander I I I . proved to be a reactionary. A few minutes before 
Alexander I I . was assassinated, in March, 1881, he said to his consort: " I have just signed 
a paper which I hope will produce a good impression upon Russia and show that 1 am ready 
to give all that is possible to give. To-morrow it will be published. I have given the order." 
But " to-morrow " there was a new Tzar who knew not the ways of his predecessor, and, as 
has been picturesquely stated, the " liberator was succeeded by the persecutor." Unfortunately, 
Alexander I I I . came immediately under the influence and control of the Procurator of the 
Holy Synod, Pobiedonostzev, who was his evil genius throughout his reign. His adviser 
stimulated him to reactionary measures of every kind, and especially to hostility towards those 
who had offended the Greek Orthodox Church. Count Ignatiev became Minister of the 
Interior, and such a chapter of Russianization began as was scarcely ever attempted before by 
a Tzar. 

I t is now conceded that Alexander I I I . should not be held entirely responsible for the 
persecutions permitted in Russia, as they originated with the Holy Synod. The policy of 
Alexander I I I . , condensed into a sentence, was to stamp out of Russia all non-Russian elements 
and set up an image, before which all must bow down and worship—the image of a Russia, 
single, homogeneous, exclusive, self-sufficing, self-contained. Education was suppressed. I t is 
not, therefore, to be wondered at that even the Doukhobors should feel strengthened in their 
traditional opposition to education. The press was not merely censored, but suppressed. The 
nation was virtually dumb, for it had no sort of parliamentary representation, and no press 
worth the name. 

On a respectful appeal being made to the Tzar on behalf of his suffering subjects by a 
true patriot, Mary Tzebrikova, she was exiled for two years to a remote corner of the Empire. 

I t is not a matter of surprise, therefore, that, under these conditions, among the many 
millions who suffered, the Doukhobors should suffer more than their fellows, lacking the 
sympathy and protection of the Government, and being the butt, if not the sport, of the 
representatives of the Orthodox Church. 

The climax was reached in 1890, when famine brought twenty million of the inhabitants 
of the Russian Empire to death's door. The Emperor died at Livadia on November 1st, 1894, 
and was succeeded by his son, Nicholas II . , the present Tzar. 

Whatever else may be associated with the name of Nicholas II . , it can never be forgotten 
that he was the convener of the Hague Conference in 1899, and that he possesses many of the 
traits which rendered Alexander I. a humane monarch in an age when despotism ruled. I t is 
a matter of common knowledge that the character of Nicholas I I . has been moulded by the 
gracious influence of his mother, and it was she who ultimately prevailed upon him to grant 
the liberation of the Doukhobors. 

When we regard the perpetual unrest which has perennially threatened the Russian Empire 
with revolution, apart from any religious dissent, and when we add to this the independent 
attitude of Christian faith assumed by the Doukhobors, we can clearly see how nothing but 
persecution awaited them; nor can it be doubted that the tenacity with which they have clung 
to their characteristic beliefs has been greatly accentuated by the persecutions to which they 
have been subjected. 

A period of comparative ease and prosperity intervened between the last Russo-Turkish 
war in 1877, and 1887, when universal conscription was introduced into the Caucasus. I t is 
a matter of history that during this period the strict observance of the religious practices of 
the Doukhobors lapsed to some extent, and considerable money was accumulated by their 
several Communities. Their numbers increased to 20,000. The conditions under which they 
lived had developed leaders of strong character. Pobirochin, Kapoustin, Kalmykov, his wife, 
Loukerya Vasilyevna Kalmykova, and now, Peter Verigin, have successfully occupied this 


